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DIRECTIVE TITLE: BORDER SEARCHES OF DOCUMENTS AND ELECTRONIC

MEDIA

PURPOSE and SCOPE. This Directive sets forth the legal guidelines and establishes
policy and procedures within ICE for border search authority to search, review, retain,
and share certain documents and electronic media possessed by individuals during
investigative operations at the border, the functional equivalent of the border, and the
extended border. This Directive applies to all ICE personnel who meet the definition of
“customs officer” under 19 U.S.C. § 1401(i) (“ICE Special Agents™), other domestic or
foreign law enforcement officers cross designated by ICE as customs officers, and
persons whose assistance ICE demands under 19 U.S.C. § 507 (collectively, “ICE
personnel™). This Directive applies to searches of documents and electronic media of
all persons arriving in, departing from, or transiting through the United States, unless
specified otherwise. Each operational office will maintain appropriate mechanisms for
internal audit and review of compliance with the procedures outlined in this policy.

This Directive applies to border search authority only. Nothing in this Directive limits
the authority of ICE personnel to act pursuant to other authorities such as a warrant,
search incident to arrest, or a routine inspection of an applicant for admission.
AUTHORITIES/REFERENCES.

19 U.S.C. § 482, Search of vehicles and persons.

19 U.S.C. § 507, Assistance for Officers.

19 U.S.C. § 1401(i), Customs Officers.

19 U.S.C. § 1461, Inspection of merchandise and baggage.

19 U.S.C. § 1467, Special inspection, examination, and search.

19 U.S.C. § 1496, Examination of baggage.

19 U.S.C. § 1499, Examination of merchandise.
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